Integrated Learning Community Fact Sheet

A Learning Community is two classes in two different disciplines taught by two different teachers.  These two classes have the same students and are connected by a common issue or a natural overlap in their content.  The primary purpose of the linkage is to build on the understanding of “ways of knowing” developed in the First Year Seminar.  The two linked courses should allow students to encounter a subject or issue using the perspective, methods, and questions of two different disciplines.  

Teaching and Learning Goals for the Integrated Learning Communities (ILCs)
1. To build on the First-Year Seminar’s theme of “ways of knowing” by having the students experience two “ways of knowing” in relation to a given topic or issue
2. To help students understand that academic disciplines are not separate, but are actually interdependent and related (i.e. the divisions in human knowledge are not absolute, but are rather a construct of scholarship and the academy)
3. To help students appreciate the differences in the disciplines regarding their ways of approaching knowledge and topics—to help them see that these approaches are different, but equally valuable
4. To be intentional in encouraging students to make connections between different parts of their educations, while fostering their skills, abilities, and propensities to do so
5. To engage students in the construction of knowledge—through the construction of their own understandings—using a common topic or issue as a focus
6. To demonstrate and foster the ability of students to work together, as modeled by the two professors whose courses are linked
Basic Mechanics of ILCs
· A “link” joins together two specific sections of two different courses.
· Each of the two linked courses should be at the 1000- or 2000-level.
· Each course must be included in the new BELL Core curriculum.  These could be either regularly-taught courses or special topics courses that meet BELL Core requirements.
· Linked courses maintain the prefix of the instructors’ disciplinary areas.
· The two courses must be from two different disciplines.  Most often they will be from different schools or appear on different BELL Core menus.
· Both classes will usually have an enrollment limit of 25 students per section, wherein the exact same students are enrolled for each of the two sections.
Responsibilities of the Instructors

· The instructors of the two courses must plan the courses collaboratively in advance so that the courses connect to each other in significant and intentional ways
· The instructors must reinforce the linkage by ongoing communication and conversation during the semester when the courses are being taught.
· Instructors are expected to attend a faculty development workshop during the initial development of their ILC.  
· Instructors of linked courses are expected to participate in an annual workshop to reflect on and evaluate the ILC experience.
· Instructors must include language in both syllabi that articulates the common vision, purpose, and policies of the Learning Community Classes.  Standard language for all linked courses is provided in a separate document.
· Instructors must include language in both syllabi that articulates how these two specific courses are linked and how the linkage aims to enhance the student’s learning.
· Instructors must administer a specific ILC evaluation (provided by the Leadership Team) that relates to the common ILC goals.
· Instructors in planning their courses should read and consider carefully the specific pedagogical guidelines for linked courses outlined in the next section.
Pedagogical Strategies in the Integrated Learning Communities (ILCs)
As with all courses, instructors have wide latitude in how they structure their classes internally, in the content taught, and in pedagogical strategies.  However, in order to reinforce the linked nature of the two classes, both classes must engage with the common topic or the area of intersection between the two courses deliberately and in a specifically-articulated manner.  The General Education Council and the Learning Community Course Leadership Team have approved the following basic guidelines:
A.  Instructors of ILCs should ensure that there is specific and recognizable intersection or overlap between the two courses.  There are at least three ways that this might be conceptualized, though there may be others:
· Each course takes a different disciplinary approach to the same question, issue, problem, or topic.
· Two courses survey discipline their own field, but with attention to various points at which the fields overlap.
· One course focuses in detail on a specific topic or issue that is placed in a larger context in the other course.
B.  Each pair of linked courses should include at least one academic experience (not necessarily during class time) when both instructors interact with each other and with the students about issues that are relevant to the courses’ overall linkage.  If at all possible, this requirement should be met by a physical meeting, but if this proves impossible—such as in linked consecutive eight-week courses, entirely on-line courses, etc.—this requirement may be met through on-line discussions that involve the students and both professors.
C.  Not less than 15% of the students’ final course grade in each class must be based on one or more of the following strategies:
· focused discussion and analysis in both classes of significant common texts (these may include not only written texts, but also works that are visual, musical, etc.)
Such discussion and analysis may take place in class or on Blackboard, which could provide a great venue for students and faculty to engage jointly with the topic.  This assignment will draw either on text(s) assigned in both classes or on texts assigned specifically in one course but used as the basis for discussion in both classes.  Since all students will be reading all the texts assigned in both classes, faculty in both classes could and should base these discussions on readings assigned not just in their own class but in the linked course.
· a common paper or project that is conceived, assigned, and evaluated collaboratively by both instructors as part of both classes
Such assignments might include a reflective or analytical paper drawing on materials and topics from both classes, a research paper related to the common topic of the class, a website considering an aspect of the linked topic from the perspective of both disciplines, etc.

· a common experiential assignment that is conceived, assigned, and evaluated collaboratively by both instructors as part of both classes
Such assignments might include one or more common field experiences which the classes participate in and reflect on together, a service learning project tied back into the disciplines of both courses as well as to the topic, or collaborative presentations presented to all the students.

D.  Beyond above elements, instructors may use other strategies to reinforce the linkage between their courses at their option.  These include but are not limited to:

· team-teaching on one or more occasions or even as part of a back-to-back block schedule;

· asking students to work on a project or assignment that requires some sort of on-going common reflection on materials presented in both courses;

· using materials assigned in one course as the basis of assignments or exam questions in the other course;

· assigning common topics in each class which would be framed in the context of each discipline;

· bringing in a common speaker or showing a common film; 

· designing a creative project meant to engage with materials or ideas from both courses.

· assigning a common final exam
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